Closing 


Sales have been unpredictable 
for several years 
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younger brother. The old store 
was torn down, Farrell built a 
new one, and J.C. Penney leased 
it for 10 years. 

Rose, however, itching to stay 
active, kept the hat business alive 
from their house. The home, 416 
N.E. Ione St., is on the local his- 
toric register, 

In the meantime, Charlie made 
a name for himself as an architect 
and built Camas’ Liberty Theater 
in 1927. A year later, Rose and her 
younger sister, Anna Eddy, 
opened The Fashionette hat shop 
in two office spaces near the the- 
ater’s entrance. Rose couldn't for- 
get her mercantile roots, and the 
Fashionette started selling lin- 
gerie. 

In 1935, the J.C. Penney store 
moved out, the space was remod- 
eled and The Fashionette moved 
in and added women’s clothing 
and shoes to its list of goods. 

The men’s department was 
added in 1942. Three years later, 
“The Fashionette” was renamed 
after Rose and Anna. 

Business was so good in the 
"40s and '50s that Farrell & Eddy 
expanded to two floors. Casual 
clothes (remember peddle push- 
ers?) were displayed in the base- 
ment level. 

In 1955, Farrell & Eddy under- 


went a complete renovation. 

So did downtown Camas, 

Glenn Farrell, a son of C.E., 
spent seven years planning and 
designing the downtown shop- 
ping park. The shopping park de- 
sign, still a keen feature today, 
was later mimicked in other com- 
munities in the Pacific North- 
west. 

The decision to close Farrell & 
Eddy comes after several years of 
unpredictable sales. 

“My grandfather and my father 
made big decisions,” said Schuh. 
“It’s time we make big decisions 
in the 90s.” 

All four siblings have jobs out- 
side of the store: Schuh, a retired 
nurse, will be a consultant on in- 
fectious diseases; Marilyn Farrell 
Webberly is an artist; Chuck Far- 
rell is an architect for Vancouver's 
Lein, Stanek & Wilson Inc.; and 
Mark Farrell is a fleet manager 
for GTE’s Beaverton office. 

Evelyn Spellman, store manag- 
er for the past 24 years, will re- 
lire. Three other long-term em- 
ployees will likely retire. Another 
already has a part-time job. 

The Farrell family doesn't 
know what will be in the building 
next. 

One nice thing about the “End 
of an Era” sale, Schuh said, has 
been the regret residents have 
expressed over the store's clo- 
sure. 

“Several people came to us and 
apologized, They said, ‘We're part 
of the reason you're closing. We 
just haven't shopped here as of- 
ten as we could.” 


